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E5: Practitioners work with families and other adults to acquire or 
create appropriate assistive technology to promote each child’s 
access to and participation in learning experiences.

F2: Practitioners provide the family with up-to-date, 
comprehensive and unbiased information in a way that the family 
can understand and use to make informed choices and decisions.

INS1: Practitioners, with the family, identify each child's strengths, 
preferences, and interests to engage the child in active learning.

DEC RPs



EDUCATION

• B.A. & M.A. in Communication Sciences and 

Disorders from West Chester University

CERTIFICATIONS

• Certificate in AAC from Stockton University

• Assistive Technology Professional Certification 

(ATP)

CLINICAL STRENGTHS

• AAC advocacy, coaching, education & community 

outreach

• AAC assessment & consultation

SARA



EDUCATION
• B.S. and M.S. in Speech-Language 

Pathology from Old Dominion 
University in Norfolk, Virginia

CERTIFICATION
• NLA Trained Clinician

CLINICAL STRENGTHS
• Neurodiversity-affirming practices
• Parent coaching & empowerment
• AAC Therapy & advocacy

CAROLYN “KARRI”





Who’s attending?



A GLIMPSE INTO OUR PERSONAL LIVES



OUR BUSY 
SCHEDULES

Time Activity
7 AM Wake Up
7:30 AM Story and Warm Milk
8:00 AM Play
8:30 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM Get Dressed, Play, Outside Time, Art
12:00 PM Lunch
1:00 – 2:30 PM Quiet Time
2:30 – 4:00 PM Play, Outside Time, Art
4:00 PM Snack
4:00 – 6:00 PM Play
6:00 – 6:30 PM Dinner
6:30 – 7:00 PM Bath
7:30 PM Story, Warm Milk, Bedtime



DAILY ROUTINES

“naturally occurring 
activities happening with 
some regularity including 
caregiving events and 
simply hanging out times” 



• Daily routines are 

opportunities for participation 

& connection

• Promotes autonomy & 

independence

• Allows opportunities for skill 

development

DAILY ROUTINES AND PARTICIPATION



What are some examples of how a child may 
communicate to participate in a daily 

routine?



DAILY ROUTINES WITHOUT PARTICIPATION



AAC is a tool that can 
be put into place to 
facilitate:
-communication 
-participation
-development
-progress 

AAC IS A TOOL



How familiar are you with AAC?



“all forms of communication 
(other than oral speech) that 
are used to express thoughts, 
needs, wants, and ideas” 

(ASHA)ASHA Practice Portal 

AAC DEFINED

https://www.asha.org/Practice-Portal/Professional-Issues/Augmentative-and-Alternative-Communication


• 2 year old child with apraxia of speech who 
cannot be understood across settings

• 2.5 yo child ASD who communicates 
primarily through gestures and hand 
guiding who is frustrated daily. 

• 18 month old child with history of TBI no 
gestural use and no verbal language, 
difficulty with joint attention 

Examples of Current 
AAC Users



AAC 
TYPES

Low-Tech Mid-Tech High-Tech



IDENTIFYING 
COMMON MYTHS



IDENTIFYING 
COMMON MYTHS

There are prerequisite skills to AAC use (including cognitive ability, age, 

attention, engagement and symbolic understanding) 

AAC is a last resort

2 Myths, 1 Truth

Romski, MaryAnn & Sevcik, Rose. (2005)
Davidoff (2023)

AAC is best implemented early



IDENTIFYING 
COMMON MYTHS

AAC can be for anyone who cannot meet their daily 

communication needs

AAC is only for people who do not speak

2 Myths, 1 Truth

Walters, Casy E. (2018)
Koerner, S.M., et al., (2023)

AAC inhibits verbal speech production



IDENTIFYING COMMON 
BARRIERS

Time Buy-In Knowledge Resources



Reflection: Do any of these 
barriers 

resonate with you?

Time

Buy-In

Knowledge

Resources



RESEARCH RELATED TO AAC IN EI



Branson & Demchak (2009) 
studied infants and toddlers 
with communication needs 
and found improvements in 
communication in all 135 
participants following AAC 
intervention.



Romski, et al. (2010) found 
AAC implementation paired 
with parent coaching 
positively impacted toddlers 
with less than 10 words.
Findings of the study 
supports implementation of 
AAC in the birth to three 
population.



Navarro, et al. (2020) did a 
single study design with two 
toddlers & found an 
increase in linguistic output 
by 600 % after using AAC; 
both AAC use and verbal 
speech production 
improved after treatment.



Walters, et al. (2021) found 
that toddlers with 
developmental delays who 
used AAC during parent-
implemented intervention 
developed a greater spoken 
vocabulary than those who 
were not using AAC



“It is never too early to incorporate AAC into language 
and communication intervention for the young child 

with a significant communication disability... 
communication services should be started as soon as a 

communication delay or disorder is identified and 
providers should consider the use of AAC”



• Services are “designed to meet the developmental 
needs of an infant or toddler with a disability and the 
needs of the family to assist appropriately in the 
infants or toddlers development as identified by the 
IFSP team.”

• Should take place within the natural environment and 
include assistive technology services that are “used to 
increase, maintain, or improve the functional 
capabilities of an infant or toddler with a disability.”

• AT services include evaluation, acquisition, training, 
technical assistance, and team collaboration to 
ensure the success of the assistive technology

IDEA Part C sub-part A section 303.13



Children who cannot 
regularly and consistently 
meet the demands of their 
current environment using 
verbal communication alone 
would benefit from AAC.

IDENTIFYING AAC USERS



BENEFITS OF AAC IN EI
opportunities to coach communication partners in a 
natural environment using language in context with a 
daily routine

improved participation

improved carry over



GETTING STARTED WITH THE TEAM



• Identifying AAC users

• Initiating 
conversations/educating 
parents

• Supporting parents

• Supporting the assessment 
process

• Carry over of communication 
in different activities 

TEAM ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES





















Case 
Study 



Timeline

1 2 3

    



1 2 3

Client Presentation & Concerns 
Prior to AAC



1 2 3

AAC Trial    



AAC Trial



1 2 3

AAC Trial



1 2 3

Post AAC Data



How can you share information from today 
with your teams to help identification of 

potential aac users in EI? 



REVISITING DAILY ROUTINES 
& PARTICIPATION GAPS



Take Away 
MessagesAAC is best implemented early

AAC helps children to participate in the 
natural environment & leads to inclusion

AAC is for anyone who cannot consistently or 
reliably communicate with others 



Sara Ware, M.A. CCC-
SLP, ATP
sarawareslp@gmail.com
@aacandslp

Carolyn Sparrow
c.sparrowslp@gmail.com



Stay tuned for next month!



1

Check Your Inbox

2

Take the Survey

3

Download the Certificate!


